FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
wonder, working day and night. Now he has a heart
attack. To-rnorrow morning they will fly him to Kras-
noyarsk, and there a sleeper has already been ordered to
take him to Moscow into a nursing home. He would not
consent to leave now, in the busy season. But they ordered
him by wireless from Moscow, and so he is having to go.
We cannot risk losing such a valuable man simply because
he is too careless for his own health. It is a proof of too
little social consciousness if he thinks he is only responsible
to himself.5
The most interesting problem about pioneering in a new-
land seemed to me to be the motive that inspires men to
do it.   It was my main concern on this journey.   After all,
we are no longer very much impressed by technical wonders;
we take them for granted.   But why men do it at all, and
what they think and feel about it—that is what I tried to
see.   There were many motives in the past.   The gold rush
drove people to the Klondyke, the famines in Ireland sent
whole villages across the Atlantic, the pogroms in Russia
made Jews emigrate to America, adventure lured Spaniards
to Mexico and Scots to all parts of the world.   The Russians
explain most movements in history from economic reasons.
But when you ask them about their own sacrifices and hard-
ships they will always give you an explanation that can
only be based on the highest idealism.   The Young Com-
munists are proud of their materialistic philosophy, to which
they cling collectively, but their own individual attitude
towards life at the present time is the most radically idealistic
that I have found anywhere.    The party itself has the
closest resemblance to a medieval order.    The members
dispose of any counter-argument by saying that individual
idealism is really nothing but social materialism.
In the Arctic I found the most divergent types of people
engaged in this great colonizing enterprise. None would
accept romance as his motive. The conscious pioneers and
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